The Home Course – Year Two
June 29, 2009, marked the two-year anniversary of the PNGA & WSGA opening for business The Home Course in DuPont, Wash.  What a two-year ride it has been!

The progress, especially over the past 12 months, in developing our vision to create “The Home of Golf in the Northwest” has been both steady and heartening.
Northwest Golf House – Construction of phase I of our Northwest Golf House campus officially kicked off on June 24 with a ground-breaking ceremony for our Event Pavilion, Circle of Champions and the site work (utilities, roads, etc.) that will establish the foundation from which we will eventually construct offices for the PNGA, WSGA and our allied associations.
The Event Pavilion will provide food and beverage facilities for us to entertain large tournaments. It will also garner much use in hosting training seminars for our Rules, Course Rating and championship volunteers and additional association meetings and activities throughout the year. In addition, it will serve as office space for USGA officials, media, as well as a locker area for players during the 2010 United States Amateur Championship, which The Home Course is hosting in partnership with Chambers Bay.

Our Circle of Champions will be a lighted, visual display that will prominently showcase images of our current PNGA, WSGA and various Northwest champions. It will be the centerpiece of the Northwest Golf House campus and will initiate our work to promote and preserve Northwest golf history throughout The Home Course site.


2010 United States Amateur Championship – It is a great honor for The Home Course to assist Chambers Bay in hosting the 2010 United States Amateur Championship, North America’s oldest championship.  Several new championship or “dynamite” tees have been built that will stretch the length to 7,438 yards and additional preparations are ongoing as we are a little more than a year out from this historic event that will be conducted next August 23-29.

New Holes #11 & #12 . . . & #19 – To improve a portion of the golf course in advance of the United States Amateur and to remedy some future safety concerns, a renovation of holes #11 and #12 was recently completed this spring. #11 was converted from a par three to a delightful, dogleg left, “risk reward” par four that will be treacherously drivable for next year’s United States Amateur contestants.  #12 was changed from a fairly non-descript par four to a new par three that will feature a “redan” style green (Scottish architectural feature requiring the player to feed the ball into the green from right to left) and measuring a whopping 235 yards from the back tee to the back hole-location.  New sod faced bunkers, rarely seen in North America, were also constructed on both new holes and add considerably to their character.  The change to #12 also resulted in an additional par three hole measuring 165 yards, which is played to the original #12 green.  This will eventually be an extra or “19th – hole,” which will be used as a practice hole or if another hole is out of commission.

  Food & Beverage – After a lengthy permitting process, our modest food and beverage operation is now up and running.  Finally, golfers will be able to enjoy a burger and soda or beer after their round.

Association Competitions – Part of our vision in acquiring The Home Course was for it to be the home to numerous association championships and competitions each year.  We are proud to say that since opening in 2007, The Home Course has hosted one PNGA championship, one WSGA championship, seven USGA national championship qualifyings, a Washington Junior Golf Association District Championship, as well as three PGA events.  On July 6-11, we will host the 110th PNGA Men’s Amateur Championship and in October the Inaugural WSGA Champion of Champions competition for club champions from throughout Washington State and Northern Idaho.  We also host local high school and collegiate teams at The Home Course to foster young golfers.  2010 will of course be highlighted by the United States Amateur Championship when the finest amateur golfers in the world will test their skills at nearby Chambers Bay and The Home Course.


Turfgrass Research – In a behind the scenes manner, The Home Course currently is home to several on-site turfgrass research projects in conjunction with Washington State University researchers that will result in better agronomic products and cost savings maintenance practices that will be benefit our Northwest golf courses.

Caddies, Kids, the Disabled, and The Little Home Course – We are also proud to say that for the second summer we have several young caddies available on-site for hire (advanced request required) several of whom are aspiring Evans Caddie Scholarship candidates.  We also conduct very popular junior camps throughout the summer.  In addition, we have special “family golf” times, single rider carts to encourage play for disabled golfers and wounded soldiers and veterans, as well as mentoring programs introducing the game to local tribal youth.  Five-time LPGA Tour winner and Auburn, Wash. native, Jo Ann Washam is one of our teaching professionals and regularly offers special clinics for women golfers.  We have also recently inaugurated “The Little Home Course,” which is a family friendly new set of tees for kids or beginners that measure anywhere from 75-150 per hole.  More information about each of these good for the game programs can be found at www.thehomecourse.com.

PNGA, BCGA, IGA, OGA and WSGA members also receive a significantly reduced rate when showing their USGA/GHIN Handicap card of BCGA/RCGA Handicap Factor card when checking in at the golf shop.

While we still have much to do in building out our vision for “The Home of Golf in the Northwest”, the PNGA & WSGA have made great progress in our first 24 months of whirlwind operations in realizing this worthy goal that will solidify the future of the game in our region for generations to come.

